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THE EYE IN GENERAL PRACTICE. By C. R. S. Jackson, M.A., B.M.,
F.R.C.S. Fifth Edition. (Pp. viii+ 174; figs. 44. £1.50). Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1969.
A further edition of this book two years after its predecessor evinces its popularity. The
subject is presented in a very acceptable manner and the format of the volume with good
print and informative illustrations, many in colour, make it a pleasure to handle and read.
The opportunity has been taken to insert in appropriate places reference to new developments
in treatment or technique, for example, the value of 5-iodo-2-Deoxyuridine in herpes simplex
keratitis, and, as in the previous edition, a timely warning is given against the use of
steroid in these conditions.
In detachment therapy the use of cryopexy and light coagulation is referred to. From
these examples the reader can feel that he is handling a book which within its field is well
up-to-date. Reference may perhaps be made to the chapters on Squint and Errors of
Refraction which have helpful diagrams and give a lucid account of matters that can be at
times puzzling.
In a concise textbook of this nature the beginner on this subject should recognise that
while it contains nearly all he needs to know it is requisite for him to know all that it
contains and as with any clinical subject the full import of many statements can only be
appreciated in conjunction with clinical experience.
J.A.C.
MODERN TRENDS IN PAEDIATRICS - 3. Edited by John Apley. (Pp. x+347;
illustrated. £4.20). London: Butterworths, 1970.
THIS book consists of a collection of up-to-date review articles on important recent develop-
ments in paediatrics. Thirteen subjects are discussed: The Epidemiology of Congenital
Malformations (Smithells), The Prevention of Rhesus Haemolytic Disease (Finn), Oxygen-
Conserving Adaptation of the Foetal Circulation (Saling), Neonatal Surgery (Zachary),
Screening Procedures for Inborn Errors of Metabolism (Komrower), Intensive Therapy
Units (Jones), Chemotherapy of Malignant Disease (Kay), Child Health and Nutrition
(Wharton), Malabsorption (Anderson), Nephrology (Edelmann and Barnett), The Care of
Handicapped Children (MacKeith), Autistic and Hyperkinetic Syndromes (Ounsted), and
Paediatric Education in Britain (Neligan and Jackson).
In an allegorical reference to the war against disease, the Editor comments '. . . advances
are continually being made on many fronts, not only by organised forces but by guerillas.
The Paediatric front itself is so broad and so scattered that complete and detailed coverage
is hardly possible; more practicable and more immediately relevant is front-line reporting
from salient points'. Dr. Apley is to be congratulated on his wide ranging choice of salient
topics and on his selection of front-line reporters. Each contributor is an acknowledged
expert in his subject which has resulted in a high standard of authoritative 'reporting'. The
subject matter is generally well presented and comprehensive, often practical and stimulating
and at times speculative. This book is without question a most valuable addition to present
day paediatric literature.
I.J.C.
SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME. Edited by A. B. Bergman, J. B.
Beckwith and C. G. Ray. (Pp. xix+248; figs. 27. $10.00 or £4.75). Seattle and
London: University of Washington Press, 1970.
THIS is a record of the proceedings at the Second International Conference on Causes of
Sudden Deaths in Infants held in Seattle, Washington, in 1969. The conference was attended
by active investigators who presented their work and also by some scientists not so directly
involved who took part in critical discussion. The editors are to be congratulated on how they
have welded the papers and the spirited and informal discussion into a very readable and
acceptable publication.
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